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HE problem of earning an honorable liveli- 

J hood has confronted the desolate woman 

of the Orient ever since the days of Ruth, 

the gleaner, for whose moral protection Boaz, 

the kind master, was solicitous, saying, “Let 

thine eyes be on the field that they do reap. 

Have I not charged the young men that they 
shall not touch thee?” 


We are told by Bible students that the word 
defining Rahab does not necessarily mean a bad 
women, but there was no other word for a wo- 
man inn-keeper. The Punjabi language today 
has no word for widow but the word harlot. 
The industries open to women have been very 
few and the remuneration the proverbial “‘two 
mites.” 


A new day is dawning. The school mistress 
is becoming more common. There are -hun- 
dreds of young women and widows who are 
teaching in Christian boarding and day schools 
where they are under protection of foreign man- 
agement. Large non-Christian schools are also 
being built after the pattern of the Christian 
schools in the somewhat Europeanized cities and 
centers. In these there is but qualified success 
as regards the maintenance of high moral stan- 
dards among the teachers. They are to be much 
commended for what they are doing but they 
work against fearful odds. 


Some brave Christian girls have endeavored to 
conduct village schools away from the protec- 
tion which an institution affords. The suspicious 
attitude of the village people toward an unmar- 
ried woman, however, makes it extremely dif- 


ficult, and the few cases which have come under 
observation have not met with complete success. 


Dress-making as an occupation, filled hereto- 
fore only by men, is opening up to the women 
of India. One Mohammedan widow who has 
her own Singer Sewing Machine is patronized by 
high class Mohammedan homes. She is a self- 
respecting purdanashin and confines herself to 
the zenana quarters, making the garments of the 
zenana ladies and their children. She is very 
popular as a seamstress, being called from house 
to house, and is in great demand. The Moham- 
medan and Christian women of her city are quite 
proud of her. Their sympathetic attitude is ap- 
parent. They feel an interest in her as a trail- 
blazer, realizing that the trail she has opened is 
one which their own feet or those of their 
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daughters may perchance find the necessity to ° 


tread should fate decree them to become their 
own bread-winners— and who but Allah can 
know what is written upon our foreheads?” 


The League of Help in Lyallpur is an organ- 
ization for social service instituted by Miss Jean 
Morrison of the United Presbyterian Mission. 


Feeling that some opportunity for social service 


would be a great boon to the purdunashins, she 
began the work several years ago, before the 
present war was effecting the world. These 
wives of Hindu, Mohammedan and Christian of- 
ficials, professional and business men, are well 
to do, and many of them finely educated both 
in their own language and English. Miss Mor- 
rison was fortunate in having the hearty as- 
sistance and co-operation of the English Deputy 
Commissioner's wife, an earnest Christian wo- 
man. It was a great help to the Indian ladies to 
see one of such high position so ready to for- 
ward their efforts and help lead out into the new 
path. 

Under the initiative of Miss Fannie Martin and 
Miss Josephine White, the women of the large 
cantonment city of Rawalpindi have done won- 
ders. Immediately after the beginning of the 
war they brought together the mothers of the 


school girls and other Indian women, middle and 
high class, Hindu, Mohammedan and Christian. 
They first gave a great purdah party in an old, 
high-walled garden, full of coolness and beauty. 
There the hundreds assembled were addressed 
on the war and the service they might render. 
A large contribution of money was soon raised 
and a monthly subscription war fund was under- 
taken which has continued steadily to bring in a 
considerable sum. The women took up very 
enthusiastically the war knitting work and mak- 
ing of small comforts for soldiers. One of their 
specialties was the small squares of net, weight- 
ed down on all sides with heavy beads, to cover 
medicine glasses or cups of milk. These are 
sent to the hospitals in Mesopotamia where flies 
are so bad and facilities are so meager. The 
women are so happy in this work, the service 
giving them a new interest in life, their coming 
together being a diversion, a social education 
and enlargement of vision. 


The women of Gujranwala have had school 
privileges which the women of many other cities 
of North India have not had. In Miss Kamol 
Moi Mukerjea’s school there are now in attend- 
ance the grand daughters of its own former pu- 
pils. These women are attempting many things 
in the way of women’s societies, mass meetings 
for women, etc. Some of these organizations 
are friendly to Christianity—others are decided- 
ly not. One of the latter sort, of the Arya 
Samaj, called a mass meeeting and had quite a 
program outlined. Miss Mukerjea attended, be- 
ing always intensely interested in all forward 
movements, especially those concerning wonien. 
Expecting to be only a quiet observer she sat 
down in an inconspicuous place. But those poor 
women! The chair-woman, unaccustomed to 
acting with authority, found it quite in:possible 
to keep order, nor could the speaker inake her- 
self heard amid the chattering of the women and 
crying of the babics. Everything was in con- 
fusion. Presently they spied Miss Mukerjea and 
at once besieged her with appeals for help. And 


although their program was not favorable to the 
Christian. rehgion, these women said to Miss 
Mukerjea, “Oh, do take charge of this affair. 
Speak to us—tell us something good. You 
Christian women are able to do these things—— 
but we, what can we do?” 


Miss Mukerjea in telling of it said, ‘And it is 
true, Mem Sahib ji, it is true. The women of 
our city are ready to move forward to better 
things for the home, for their children, for so- 
ciety, but we Christian women are needed for | 
leaders. They themselves really look to us. 
Much can be done through these movements if 
there be strong Christian leadership.” 


li is for this leadership that the Christian 
schools and Bible Women are preparing the 
Christian women and girls of the Punjab. 
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